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  U.S.	  DOT	  is	  a	  cabinet	  level	  agency	  
  Secretary	  Anthony	  Foxx	  is	  the	  head	  
  Federal	  Highway	  Administra�on	  
(FHWA)	  is	  one	  of	  several	  modes	  in	  U.S.	  
DOT	  
  More	  informa�on	  available	  at	  
h�p://www.transporta�on.gov	  

	  
	  
	  

U.S.	  DOT	  Structure	  



  Headquarters	  	  
  Federal	  Lands	  Highway	  Divisions	  
  Office	  of	  Technical	  Services	  
  Federal-‐aid	  Highway	  Division	  Offices	  (in	  
all	  50	  states	  plus	  D.C.	  and	  Puerto	  Rico)	  

FHWA	  Offices	  Involved	  in	  
Vegeta�on	  Management	  



FHWA	  and	  	  
Vegeta�on	  Management	  

The	  Role	  of	  FHWA	  and	  State	  Departments	  of	  Transporta�on	  
  FHWA	  provides	  Federal-‐aid	  funds	  to	  State	  Departments	  of	  Transporta�on	  
(DOTs)	  for	  highway	  construc�on,	  improvement,	  and	  rehabilita�on	  projects.	  

  State	  DOTs	  own	  roadside	  rights-‐of-‐way	  (ROW)	  and	  may	  choose	  to	  use	  Federal-‐
aid	  funds	  to	  control	  noxious	  weeds	  and	  establish	  na�ve	  vegeta�on.	  	  

  FHWA	  does	  not	  own	  any	  ROW	  and	  does	  not	  control	  how	  State	  DOTs	  use	  
Federal-‐aid	  dollars.	  

  FHWA	  provides	  tools	  to	  promote	  use	  of	  na�ve	  vegeta�on	  and	  control	  invasive	  
species	  in	  ROWs.	  



FHWA	  and	  	  
Vegeta�on	  Management	  

FHWA	  Funding	  Eligibili�es	  
23	  U.S.C.	  329,	  “Eligibility	  for	  control	  of	  noxious	  weeds	  and	  aqua�c	  noxious	  weeds	  
and	  establishment	  of	  na�ve	  species”	  is	  an	  eligibility	  available	  under	  the	  following:	  

  Federal-‐aid	  highway	  funds	  	  

  Surface	  Transporta�on	  Program	  funds	  

Guidance	  is	  at:	  (h�p://www.�wa.dot.gov/hep/guidance/noxweeds.cfm).	  	  

23	  U.S.C.	  101(a)(29),	  Transporta�on	  Alterna�ves	  Program	  

  an	  eligibility	  for	  community	  improvements	  including	  “vegeta�on	  management	  
prac�ces	  in	  transporta�on	  rights-‐of-‐way	  to	  improve	  roadway	  safety,	  prevent	  
against	  invasive	  species,	  and	  provide	  erosion	  control”	  –	  State	  and	  local	  
governments	  are	  eligible	  for	  these	  funds.	  	  



What	  FHWA	  has	  Heard	  from	  
States	  DOTs	  about	  Needs	  

Things	  Some	  State	  DOTs	  Need	  to	  Control	  Invasive	  Species	  

  Training	  tools	  for	  field	  staff	  (e.g.	  regionally	  specific	  ecosystem	  and	  
plant	  iden�fica�on	  guides,	  informa�on	  on	  methods	  for	  removing	  
invasive	  plants	  and	  preven�ng	  them	  from	  spreading)	  

  Integrated	  vegeta�on	  management	  decisions	  tools	  for	  roadside	  
maintenance	  managers	  

  Affordable,	  good	  quality	  na�ve	  plant	  material	  sources	  



FHWA	  Vegeta�on	  
Management	  Tools	  

eBook:	  Vegeta�on	  Management:	  An	  Ecoregional	  Approach	  

  Coming	  to	  the	  FHWA	  website	  soon	  

  Provides	  State-‐by-‐State	  ecoregion	  maps	  and	  
local	  preserves	  to	  inform	  successful	  site-‐specific	  
plan�ngs	  and	  on-‐going	  maintenance	  

  Promotes	  managing	  roadsides	  and	  other	  lands	  
for	  na�ve	  plants	  	  and	  overall	  ecosystem	  health	  

  Available	  at	  
h�ps://www.environment.�wa.dot.gov/
ecosystems/veg_mgmt_rpt/
vegmgmt_ecoregional_approach.asp	  	  



FHWA	  Vegeta�on	  Management	  
Ongoing	  Ac�vi�es	  

Research	  and	  Development	  
  Develop	  DOTWASH	  (h�p://s-‐k-‐enviro.com/specs.html),	  a	  mobile	  
weed	  seed	  washer	  for	  roadwork	  equipment	  and	  vehicles,	  to	  be	  
more	  cost	  efficient	  	  

Interagency	  Efforts	  
  Federal	  Interagency	  Commi�ee	  for	  the	  Management	  of	  Noxious	  
and	  Exo�c	  Weeds	  	  

  Plant	  Conserva�on	  Alliance	  (Na�onal	  Seed	  Strategy	  –	  BLM	  lead)	  
Informa�on	  Dissemina�on	  
  FHWA	  Vegeta�on	  Management	  website	  update	  



FHWA	  Vegeta�on	  Management	  
Ongoing	  Ac�vi�es	  (cont.)	  

Pollinator	  Habitat	  =	  Managing	  Roadsides	  for	  Na�ve	  Vegeta�on	  
  AASHTO	  pollinator	  webinar	  delivered	  July	  2015	  (108	  a�endees)	  
  Best	  Management	  Prac�ces	  (BMPs)	  for	  roadside	  pollinator	  habitat	  (winter	  
2015/2016)	  

  Literature	  review	  and	  State-‐of-‐Prac�ce	  in	  State	  DOT’s	  vegeta�on	  management	  
prac�ces	  as	  part	  of	  BMP	  work	  
h�ps://www.environment.�wa.dot.gov/ecosystems/documents/
pollinators_BMPs_in_highway_ROW.asp	  	  

  State	  DOT	  pollinator	  case	  studies	  
h�p://www.environment.�wa.dot.gov/ecosystems/vegmgmt_pollinators.asp	  

  I-‐35	  Monarch	  Highway	  technical	  workshop,	  October	  2015	  (USFWS)	  

  I-‐35	  Monarch	  Summit,	  late	  fall	  2015	  (USDOT)	  



Examples	  of	  Promising	  
Prac�ces	  at	  State	  DOTs	  

            MMIISSSSIISSSSIIPPPPII  DDOOTT  TTRRAACCKKIINNGG  IINNVVAASSIIVVEE  PPLLAANNTTSS  





Examples	  of	  Promising	  
Prac�ces	  from	  State	  DOTs	  

Indiana	  DOT	  (INDOT)	  GPS	  tracking	  Invasive	  Species	  	  
  EDDMapS	  for	  INDOT	  -‐	  “Report	  IN”	  allows	  anyone	  to	  enter	  invasive	  
species	  loca�on	  info	  into	  h�ps://www.eddmaps.org/indiana/	  from	  
a	  computer	  or	  through	  the	  Great	  Lakes	  Early	  Detec�on	  Network	  
smartphone	  app	  	  

  Implemented	  in	  2014	  
  New	  reports	  of	  species	  in	  coun�es	  where	  they	  were	  previously	  
unknown	  to	  exist	  

  Three	  new	  species	  reported,	  not	  previously	  known	  to	  exist	  in	  the	  
state	  



Examples	  of	  Promising	  
Prac�ces	  from	  State	  DOTs	  



Examples	  of	  Promising	  
Prac�ces	  from	  State	  DOTs	  

One	  part	  of	  Washington	  DOTs	  Integrated	  Vegeta�on	  Management	  



Ques�ons?	  

	  
For	  Further	  Informa�on	  

Email:	  
deirdre.remley@dot.gov	  	  
mrondinella@dot.gov	  	  
bsmith@dot.gov	  	  


